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Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen, my name is George Barnes and I am the Zoning Chairman and President Elect of the West Montgomery County Citizens Association.  On behalf of our membership, I would like to welcome the new members of the council.  We look forward to working with you in the future and should like to meet individually with each of you soon.


Our Association supports the Moderately Priced Dwelling Unit program in Montgomery County.  In fact, the percentage of the county’s supply of MPDU’s in the Potomac Subregion is almost exactly equal to the percentage of the County’s housing in general.  However, we are troubled by several aspects of this bill.  This bill has the potential to allow infill development in established neighborhoods to significantly exceed the existing density and the use of the optional method could permit changes in building type and setback requirements which could significantly change the character or our neighborhoods.  As the bill is currently written, a 20 unit development with just 1 MPDU would qualify for the optional method.  Moreover, should the MPDU option allow development in an area under moratorium, the impact on roads and schools could be especially burdensome on our existing communities.


We would ask that the Council reject this bill which has always been hastily put forward, slow down the process and look at a more comprehensive approach to the question of how to increase our stock of affordable housing.  We need development standards which insure compatibility with existing communities, we need to look at the advisability of programs which allow developers to buy out of their requirements to build MPDU’s, and a program which includes some sensitivity to the character of our established communities and the people who live there.


Thank you. 

