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Re: “Truckway” bridge comments on WTOP radio - May 17, 2007

June 8, 2007

Montgomery County Executive Ike Leggett

Executive Office Building

101 Monroe Street, 2nd floor

Rockville, Md. 20850

Dear Mr. Leggett,

Recently, the Montgomery Countryside Alliance sent you a letter regarding comments you made on a radio program where you appeared with the Chairman of the Fairfax Board of Supervisors. We were unable to co-sign the letter in a timely fashion so it seems appropriate to provide you with some additional comments. We have seen your written response to their letter which perhaps covers other alarmed letters from citizens on the subject of a second crossing.  You are correct that while it may have been contrary to your intention,  your comments did raise the fearful specter of an additional roadway bridge crossing of the Potomac River within Montgomery County. 

We are grateful your letter stated  there is no place to put another crossing. We heartily agree. Much is made of the sacrosanct nature of our precious Agricultural Reserve but it cannot and will never be protected in isolation. Decades of planning have gone into our overall County Master Plan which has carefully set planning area players on an operatic stage that requires coordination or the entire effort  falls apart. Without adherence to the planned whole, we will eventually lose the Agricultural Reserve to development.  Buffered by two “green wedge” low density residential zones that preserve our public water supply in the Potomac and Patuxent River watersheds, these areas also create a gentle and crucial transition to the more rural farming landscape. 

In addition, the Maryland side of the Potomac River is hugged by one of the jewels of the National Park system; the C&O Canal National Historical Park. A mere ribbon of actual parkland  highly dependent on private property easements and under perpetual threat of viewscape and environmentally damaging encroachments, this park must always be in our collective thoughts when any future transportation scenarios are discussed. Our own County parkland is also in jeopardy. With over 600 acres, Blockhouse Point Conservation Park is a crucial buffer to the C&O Canal, the River and stream watersheds in the Potomac Subregion. The Legacy Open Space program has identified and is in the process of acquiring other conservation areas adjacent to the Potomac River of unique geologic or environmental significance. These must also be placed in the larger picture when we discuss  transportation possibilities. Fairfax County may not have as much to lose or may place less value on open space, water resources and carefully planned zoning of  residential communities but Montgomery County has staked a national reputation for visionary land use planning on what we as citizens hold to be major reasons for choosing to live here. We hope you will keep these points in mind the next time you find yourself in a situation where any  ‘second crossing’ is the topic.

Sincerely,

Ginny Barnes, Environmental Chair

10311 Glen Rd. 

Potomac, Md. 20854

(301) 762-6423                

