February 22, 2010

Dear Mr.  Earp:
(Webmaster’s Note: Richard Earp is the Program Manager for the Annual Sidewalk Program, Montgomery County Department of Public Works and Transportation)

I am writing on behalf of the West Montgomery County Citizens Association (WMCCA) to convey our support for the proposed extension of the pedestrian access path along River Road from 10705 River Road to River Oaks Lane.  Based on the on-site feasibility investigation recently conducted by the Department of Transportation, there is sufficient right of way available to install an 8 ft wide asphalt pathway.  This sidewalk extension will allow scores of residents to walk to Potomac Village instead of using their cars for the less than 1 mile trip.  It will also enable families in the River Oaks Community to walk to Potomac Elementary school resulting in  many fewer rush hour vehicles on the already extremely congested River Road and providing a healthy and sustainable means of transportation (e.g. bike/walk) for these young children.

WMCCA also supports extending the pedestrian access path beyond River Oaks Lane to Riverwood Drive if it can be accomplished with minimal disturbance to the established trees growing in the right of way along River Road.  WMCCA would support a narrower path (e.g. 4 ft) through the area between River Oaks Lane and Riverwood Drive located between the existing trees and residential property lines for example in order to minimize the impact on the existing trees.  Extension of the path beyond River Oaks Lane to Riverwood Drive would provide the missing link between the existing pedestrian access path which originates near Swains Lock and terminates at Riverwood Drive.  A continuous pedestrian access path from Swains Lock to Potomac Village (approximately 3 miles) would benefit thousands of residents as well as the larger community by enabling residents to walk or bike to Potomac Village, Potomac Elementary School and access to the T2 bus.  Pedestrian access must be a high priority for the County as it plans ways to develop a sustainable community.

We appreciate the Annual Sidewalk Program and your consideration of our views.

Sincerely,

Liza Wilson Durant, PhD
President
