 



WEST MONTGOMERY COUNTY

CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 59335 ! Potomac, Maryland 20859-933

Founded 1947

RE: Retaining Wall, 11900 River Road, Potomac, Md.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        November 29, 2007

Mr. Kevin Brandt, Superintendent

C&O Canal National Historic Park

1850 Dual Highway, Suite 100

Hagerstown, MD 21740

Dear Superintendent Brandt,

We strongly object to any proposal that allows the wall to be rebuilt anywhere within the 200' easement setback. We are further opposed to an engineered solution. This wall repair, constituting the only proposal from the applicant  is no more than a band-aid to fix the currently crumbling section and offering no guarantee that we won’t be back in a year to address further retaining wall failure. In the best of times, the poorly constructed retaining wall is both a danger and an eyesore when seen from any vantage, and particularly from the towpath and the Potomac River. 

We believe the best long term solution is to remove the wall entirely, regrade the slope, plant substantial native evergreen and perennial shrub and tree cover to hold the slope both above and below where the wall now stands. This would also screen the house from the towpath. Then the replacement of trees you required following the 130 trees cut in 2004 by the property owner would stand some chance of survival. Those that were planted appear dead and have yet to be replaced. 

Allowing any future activity within that 200' foot easement sets a precedent we do not wish to see repeated by other property owners up and down the Potomac River and the NHP. It is troubling that MNCPPC allowed the ballroom addition while ignoring the potential increased pressure this construction would place on the wall. We do not favor the No Action Alternative which has been the status quo for sometime now but a solution that both considers and increases the natural environment and the viewscape of the C&O Canal park.

Sincerely,

Ginny Barnes, President

10311 Glen Rd. Potomac, Md. 20854 ~ (301) 762-6423 (phone) (301) 762-9287 (fax) 
 

11900 River Road, Potomac, Md

