WEST MONTGOMERY COUNTY CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 59335 Potomac, Maryland 20854

Founded 1947

March 21, 2010

RE: Full Funding for the Maryland Environmental Trust (MET) 

Dear District 15 Delegates: Brian Feldman, Kathleen Dumais and Craig Rice,

WMCCA supports continued full funding of MET which has already preserved more than 122,000 acres in Md. As has been proven all over the nation, there is no better strategic investment in the future of open space protection than land trusts that preserve forest, farmland and significant natural resources in perpetuity through easements, especially in these difficult financial times. 

MET not only preserves open space directly through more than 1,000 easements, but promotes the ethic of preservation through assistance to local land trusts and by providing grants to environmental education projects through Keep Maryland Beautiful. The easements held with landowners provide the ultimate in property rights for those who wish to protect their land by assuring that land placed in the easement will never be used in a way contrary to their intent and provides tax incentives for doing so. The same cannot be said for easement agreements with Montgomery County which are violated and then adjusted to accommodate uses contrary to the intent of the original easement. Citizens of Md. need the preservation assurance that only MET can offer. Cutting funding to this fundamental program is unconscionable.

Sincerely, 

Ginny Barnes, Environmental Chair

10311 Glen Rd. 

Potomac, Md. 20854

(301) 762-6423 
