WEST MONTGOMERY COUNTY CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 59335 Potomac, Maryland 20854

Founded 1947

                                                                                                                                                                                                               March 21, 2010

RE: DIRTY WATER Bill - House Bill 1125 (the Holmes Bill) 

Dear Legislators,

        The Potomac River  forms a boundary to our Subregion so we are keenly aware of the constant damage caused by stormwater runoff. We understand fully why, unless we get tough about it, we will never save the Chesapeake Bay - no matter how much money we pour into the effort. It isn't about money but regulation. Compelling all development to retain stormwater on site and engage in the crucial practice of environmental site design is our only hope. Delay in implementing the Stormwater Management Act of 2007 and  weakening the regulations necessitated by it will only cost more money down the road.. Worse, it deprives our citizens of a fundamental right. Clean water is not a privilege but a necessity. Our streams and rivers are not just conduits for contaminants we don't want to think about. These are living, breathing systems fundamental to all life.  

        It has taken decades for Maryland to own up to the consequences of allowing our waters to be polluted by runoff.  It has taken 3 years to even begin implementing a piece of legislation designed to address our previous failings. Now, you want to put off implementation? For how long? Until there is another excuse to do so? Until the Bay is completely dead? We don't believe this is a legacy our State legislature wants to live with or look back on come November.  Damage to MD. streams from erosion is estimated at $12,000,000 in unmet restoration costs, a bill the public will have to pay. And the price will mount if this legislation is allowed to pass.  Please work to keep such foolishness from happening.

Sincerely, 

Ginny Barnes, Environmental Chair

West Montgomery County Citizens Association

10311 Glen Road

Potomac, MD. 20854

(301) 762-6423
